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Collaboration poses security risks

Using the collaboration features of Microsoft 365 such as Teams, 
or sharing data via OneDrive for Business can simplify and im-
prove collaboration within the organization. The integration with 
Office applications such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc. is one of 
its key benefits. Files and folders can be shared with colleagues 
with a simple mouse click, which makes it easy to collaborate in 
real-time. More and more companies are taking advantage of the 
Microsoft 365 cloud, and more will follow as Microsoft moves to 
initially release these types of capabilities. In addition, Microsoft 
continues to add productivity-enhancing features to its cloud offerings and recently announced its AI-based “Copilot” 
that will be a supporting function across all applications in the future.

However, these collaboration features also pose security risks for files and folders, especially in applications such as 
OneDrive, Teams and SharePoint Online. A major disadvantage is the lack of visibility into who shared what data, 
when, and why. Constant and easy sharing can lead to losing track of the number of documents shared. This can 
lead to data loss. When even the data owner can’t tell at a glance who is accessing his data, it can lead to unautho-
rized access and sensitive data can easily fall into the wrong hands.

Improve security with visibility and automation

To minimize these security risks, data owners need a solution that provides complete visibility into who has access to 
what data at any given time. This restores control over data and effectively reduces the likelihood of data loss. As a 
result, organizations can quickly identify when unauthorized access has occurred and take appropriate action.

Visibility alone isn’t enough. Just because access privileges are visible doesn’t mean they are configured correctly and 
limited to what is necessary. Given the large number of files in an organization, it is not possible for the data owner, or 
even an administrator, to constantly monitor them. This continuous monitoring can only be done through an automa-
ted process. For this process to be effective, policies or frameworks must define, what is acceptable and what is be 
reported as a violation of those policies. In this context, data classification is an essential tool for defining such frame-
works. In fact, data classification is essential to the successful implementation of a Zero Trust security concept.

But who in the company can perform such a classification? And who knows when permissions have been properly 
granted and when they need to be revoked, for example, when an employee change departments?

Administrators have neither the time nor the knowledge to understand the nature and content of the data. Nor can 
only discrepancies. The result of centralized administrative solutions is that, over time, permissions get out of control 
again, thus impairing security and increasing the risk of data loss. The only solution is a software that engages data 
owners and makes it easy for them to maintain control of their data.
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DriveLock 365 Access Control

DriveLock 365 Access Control provides a simple and efficient solution to the complex problem of managing access 
to files and directories in Microsoft 365.

Keep track of who has access to what data with our cloud 
solution. Reduce the risk of data loss and unauthorized 
access to important documents. With DriveLock 365 Access 
Control, you can rest assured that your sensitive information 
is protected and under your control. DriveLock addresses 
the above-mentioned threats and minimizes the risks 
associated with using Microsoft 365 collaboration tools in 
the following ways:

• Visibility: DriveLock 365 Access Control gives organizations a clear visibility into who has access to what files 
   and directories. This gives data owners complete control over who can see and edit what data.

• Automated auditing: DriveLock 365 Access Control regularly audits access permissions to all shared files and 
   directories and notifies data owners of any policy violations or errors. This allows you to quickly identify and 
   prevent unauthorized access or edit outdated permissions.

• Attribute-based Access Control: DriveLock 365 Access Control simplifies permissions management and 
   provides automated Attribute-Based Access Control (ABAC) capabilities that allow organizations to structure   
   and manage their files and directories quickly and easily. When an employee changes roles, permissions are 
   automatically adjusted without the normally associated administrative tasks. Attribute configuration leverages 
   existing information from Azure Active Directory, which also minimizes the required administrative operations.
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Regain full visibility and control over your data with DriveLock 365 Access Control. By engaging data owners, adminis-
trators are no longer burdened with additional tasks. With DriveLock 365 Access Control, your organization can take 
full advantage of effective and efficient collaboration while remaining secure. Without the risk of accidental data loss 
and in compliance with current data protection and compliance policies.

Advantages

Effectively and efficiently regain control of your data stored in OneDrive, Teams or
SharePoint Online.

Quickly and easily control who has access to what and ensure the security of your 
sensitive documents.

Ensure compliance with corporate policies by detecting violations and taking 
appropriate action.

Easily and automatically classify your data to ensure, that the right people have 
access to the right information.

Detect and correct unintentional external sharing of data and information that may 
have been accessed inadvertently.

Leverage the collaboration capabilities in Microsoft 365 in a secure and effective way.

Implement key measures to execute your Zero Trust security strategy.

Control and document compliance with regulatory security requirements regarding 
data security.


